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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 20022 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, EG, IS, XF 

SUBJECT: DATE OF CAIRO PREPARATORY CONFERENCE 
REF: (A) STATE 287623, (B) CAIRO 19996 

1 . SPOKE WITH ACTING FONMIN BOUTROS GHALI THIS MORNING 
ABOUT OUR PREFERENCE THAT CONFERENCE BEGIN DECEMBER 14 
(INSTEAD OF 13). HE HAD NO OBJECTION AND SAID WE COULD 
PLAN ON THAT BASIS. HE IS NOT YET READY MAKE FORMAL 
ANNOUNCEMENT RE CONVENING DATE, SINCE NEITHER SYRIANS 
NOR PALESTINIANS HAVE REPLIED. UNTIL THEY DO, ONE WAY 
OR ANOTHER, HE PREFERS NOT TO MAKE AN ANNOUNCEMENT. 

2. HE HAD NO OBJECTION TO OUR INFORMING THE ISRAELIS 
ABOUT THE DECEMBER 14 DATE FOR PLANNING PURPOSES, BUT 
ASKED THAT UNTIL SUCH TIME AS GOE MAKES ANNOUNCEMENT, 

THIS INFORMATION BE KEPT STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL. 

3. AS I ENTERED FOREIGN MINISTRY, AHRAM REPORTER HAMDI 
FUAD CLAIMED WASHINGTON HAD ANNOUNCED CONFERENCE WOULD 
BEGIN ON DECEMBER 14. WAS THIS TRUE? TOLD HIM I HAD 

SEEN NO SUCH REPORT AND CONVENING DATE WAS MATTER FOR 
GOE TO DECIDE, IN CONSULTATION WITH THE PARTIES, AND 
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